
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

49th Dance-A-Rama 

Hyatt Regency Birmingham, The Wynfrey Hotel 

August 30 – September 1, 2019 

Hoover, AL 

 
  

As you read this copy of the Intercom, you will realize that the 49th DAR is less than one 

month away.  Hoover Alabama is the location this year.  This will be SSDUSA's first visit to 

Alabama. 

 

Do you have your room reservation and registration for the DAR?  The price to register 

goes up by $5.00 on August 7th.  Of course, you can register when you get there. 

 

We will have a Trail End Dance on Thursday August 29th, and Joe Goins and Tom Davis 

will be the callers to get the weekend started.  They will be assisted by Robbie Carrington and 

Diane Martin-Hamilton doing Round and Line dances.  On Friday, we will add two other callers, 

Gene Aldridge and Greg Hatmaker.  Both are good callers but have club dances on Thursday 

evening. 

 

Tours:  Due to low numbers we cancelled the Friday and Saturday tours.  We will still have 

the Thursday tour and the "Mystery" tour on Sunday morning, so "Buy your ticket, get on the bus 

and see where we go.”  I can't tell you where, because it is a Mystery to even me!  This is the one 

tour you don't want to miss as it has proven to be a lot of fun. 

 

Plan time to come to Hoover and join us in a "square."  We will all have a Great time! 

 

We are still looking for a Host for our 50th DAR.  Please, contact any of the SSDUSA 

Board Members for instructions on hosting this Historic Dance.  

   

Ron Holland – 49th DAR Chairman 
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We are excited to be Alabama Bound!  The SSDUSA Board has been 

working hard to get things ready for your enjoyment.  We are doing our part 

and now we need your support to make it a great event.  We need your help to 

get the word out about the great dancing and all of the FUN we have at our 

Dance-A-Rama festivals.  If you need any registration forms, please contact 

Ron Holland or me, and we will send them to you.  Please register and make 

your hotel reservations ASAP.  Pre-registering helps us plan a better event 

and guarantees you a room at the dance venue.  To cut down on expenses, you 

may want to contact our roommate locator, Laurie Steward.  The cost of the 

room is the same for one to four people.  If for any reason you are not able to 

attend this year’s DAR, please at least renew your membership by completing 

a membership application and paying the $6.00 annual dues.  
 

Too few people signed up for the tours we had arranged for 

Friday and Saturday, so we had to cancel those two tours.  However, we 

still have two great tours:  the Changing Face of Birmingham on 

Thursday, Aug 29 and the Mystery Dangle Tour on Sunday, Sept 1. 

Although the tour deadline has passed, we will continue to accept reservations 

for these two tours until the buses are filled.  It would be a shame to come to 

Birmingham and not take the opportunity to see these local points of interest. 

Our Thursday tour will begin with a drive through Birmingham, as our tour 

guide points out sites of interest and tells us about the city’s history.  We will 

visit one of Birmingham's famous landmarks, The Original Peanut Depot, 

which opened in 1907.  Now known as Alabama Peanut Company, the 

company roasts many pounds of peanuts each year including new flavors such 

as Salty Dill Pickle on Thursdays of each week.  You may want to purchase 

some delicious roasted peanuts to carry back home....if they make it that far! 

We will see a short film and take a walking tour with narrative through Sloss 

Furnaces National Historical Landmark, the oldest preserved industrial plant 

of its kind in the world.  I especially look forward to our included lunch at the 

Irondale Cafe, the Original Whistle-stop Café, which was made famous by 

Fannie Flagg in her book which was later made into the movie “Fried Green 

Tomatoes.”  We will ride through Redmont Historic District, where we can 

enjoy the beautiful architecture and gardens.  We are to be back at the hotel at 

4:30 PM, which will give us time to relax and get ready for the Trail-In Dance 

starting at 7:30 PM.  Joe Goins and Tom Davis will be calling and Robbie 

Carrington and Diane Martin-Hamilton will be cueing the rounds.  The dance 

locations for our annual mystery dangle dance on Sunday morning are, of 

course, a “mystery.”  Keep in mind that if you are into shopping, you can 

easily do so since our hotel is connected to a shopping center and just minutes 

from Riverchase Galleria, the largest enclosed shopping center in Alabama.  It 

contains more than 150 stores with a food court for informal dining, plus 

several full service restaurants.  It is good that we can park next to our hotel 

for free in the Riverchase Galleria parking lot.  
 

Just look at what we have to offer!  We have a great line up of callers 

and cuers. We have 4 different halls and none of the dancing will be on 

carpet.  There will be square dancing programmed for you whether you dance 

Mainstream, Plus, DBD, A1 or A2.  There will be rounds from levels II thru  

V or VI.  Also, there will be line dancing. Programming will include sessions 

on Intro to Plus, Intro to DBD and Intro to Advance.  All of the halls are on 

the same level, and staying at the host hotel will get you close to the action. 
 

Velma Doyle, President Velma Doyle, President  
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FRANK NORRIS YELLOWROCK SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 

 
Single Square Dancers USA has a scholarship fund designed to help new callers and cuers with the expenses 

associated with getting started in their profession.  It is open to any caller or cuer age 12 or over who has three years or less 

experience (Youth ages 12 through 18 need to have parental consent).  Anyone interested in applying needs to submit a demo 

CD, along with an application, to Velma Doyle, Yellowrock Scholarship Chairperson, 3938 Crestfield Dr, Groveport, OH 

43125.  If you need a Yellowrock Scholarship application, download a copy from the SSDUSA Website:  www.ssdusa.org, 

or contact me.  The deadline for receipt of the completed packet is August 1.  One or more scholarships will be awarded at 

DAR 2018 on Labor Day weekend. 

 

If you know of beginner callers or cuers who might qualify for the scholarships, please let them know about 

SSDUSA’s Yellowrock Scholarships and encourage them to apply. 

 

Velma Doyle 

Yellowrock Scholarship Chairperson 
   
  
 

TREASURER’S COMMENTS 
 

Just a reminder from your Treasurer/2019 DAR Registrar as you are registering for this year's 
Dance-A-Rama:  Although the cutoff date to register for tours was July 20th, you can still sign up for the 
Changing Face of Birmingham on Thursday and our Mystery Dangle Tour on Sunday.  Don’t wait to sign up because 
once the buses are full, you could lose out.  Unfortunately too few people signed up for our Friday and Saturday tours, 
and they have been cancelled.  
 

 Susan Lee, Treasurer 
 

 

 

FROM THE ROOMMATE LOCATOR 

 
Looking forward to seeing everyone.  Needing people that need roommates as I have both a 

lady and a gentleman looking for a roommate.  If you don’t have a room reservation, please do 

that.  It can always be cancelled once you know what your plans are. 

 

See you Labor Day Weekend.  
 

Laurie  --  Lkstewa@hotmail.com, 507-685-4476 H or 507-210-6507 C 

  
 

NEWS FROM NORTHEAST REGION 
 

Greetings from The warm northeast. Cloverleaf squares has 51 people registered in our round dance waltz class this 

summer.  Although they don't all come all the time, the majority do, including our young people from mainstream class who 

also stay for plus dancing lessons.  All are doing great. July 27th Betsy and Roy Gotta will calling and cuing at our July fest. 

Betsy had a hip replaced and being the trooper she is will still be calling.  Looking forward to Mike Sikorsky calling our 

dance in August.  Hope all of you have registered for DAR over Labor Day in Hoover Alabama.  Got some great tours going 

on. Moving back our Square dance home the end of August from the air-conditioned fire hall where dance in the summer. 

Well that's all from the northeast.   

 
 

Nancy L. Mirabal, Regional Director 



 

NEWS FROM NORTH CENTRAL EAST REGION 
 

 Velma and I enjoyed attending the 59th Ohio Dance Convention in May where we promoted our upcoming 

Dance-A-Rama in Alabama.  Unfortunately, we had to cancel our arrangements to attend the 68th National 

Convention in Atlanta due to my fall from an exercise bicycle on May 15, which caused me to fracture a vertebra 

in my neck.  I am now back home following stays in a hospital and a rehab facility.  I am happy to finally be out of 

the neck brace I had to wear.  Having missed out on the dancing and fun in Atlanta, I am especially looking 

forward to taking the trip south to Alabama to dance, see the sights, get together with old friends, and hopefully 

make new friends too. 

 

There are several great opportunities for solo friendly dancing coming up in Central Ohio.  On Sunday, 

August 25, Maple Leaf Squares is featuring National Caller Tony Oxendine at a special dance at the Granville 

High School Commons, 248 New Burg Street, Granville, OH from 3 to 6 PM.  On August 23, Kristy Williams is 

to call and Chuck Berry is to cue at Bucks & Does Singles’ Hawaiian Luau Dance.  On September 6, Orbiting 

Squares will celebrate their 57th Anniversary with a dance featuring Tom Davis and Phyllis Burdette. On Friday, 

Sept 27, Bucks & Does will celebrate their 44th Anniversary with a dance featuring caller Homer Magnet and cuer 

Dave Blaskis.  Dave was a 2019 Yellowrock Scholarship winner!  Orbiting Squares’ Chuck Wagon dance on 

October 4 will feature Tom Poe and Phyllis Burdette.  Bucks & Does Singles and Orbiting Squares both dance on 

Fridays at the Gahanna Community Congregational Church, 470 Havens Corners Rd, Gahanna, OH.  Time:  8 to 

10:30 PM (Early rounds at 7:30 PM).  For more information about all of these dances, go to 

www.ColumbusSquareDance.com.   

 

We hope to see you at the 49th Dance-A-Rama festival in Alabama on Labor Day weekend!  
 

       Fred Moore, Regional Director 

 

 

NEWS FROM SOUTH EAST REGION 
 

I anticipate attending several dances in my region in the next month to include the Tennessee Convention in 

Gatlinburg on August 1–4, and Andiston, AL dance on August 23 – 24.  Of course, I will be attending the Dance-A-Rama in 

Hoover, Alabama on Labor Day weekend. 
 

Ron Holland, Regional Director 

 
 

NEWS FROM ATLANTIC EAST REGION 
  

SSDUSA   July 2019 

 
New Jersey dancers are delighted to celebrate the 60th year of the GRAND SQUARE booklet, the schedule of dances 

in northern New Jersey and New York City.  The Grand Square’s mission has always been “Keeping the Square Dance 

Community Informed.”  You can access the Grand Square online at nnjsda.org/grand square.  Be sure to check online for 

dances if you plan to visit the NY-NJ area.  

Would you enjoy spending a square dance weekend at a campsite that exists for the advancement of square dancing? 

You might enjoy a visit to Cherry Ridge Campsite and Lodging in Honesdale PA 18431.  They have special weekends in 

June through September, with the best callers teaching various programs.  For instance, Labor Day weekend will feature 

Betsy Gotta (NJ) and Bill Harrison (MD) calling Plus and Advanced, while Roy Gotta will cue Rounds.  Cherry Ridge has 

two dance halls with wooden floors, and computer-generated square rotation.  The lake is beautiful!  You have the option of 

bringing your own food, or purchasing from their Country Kitchen restaurant.  Cherryridgecampsites.com or call  

570-488-6653 to reserve lodge, cabin, or campsites. 

 

 

http://www.columbussquaredance.com/


NJ:  Belles & Beaux, a club with many solo dancers, will celebrate their fortieth anniversary on Sunday September 15 from 

1- 5 pm at the Hermitage in Ho-Ho-Kus , NJ. Tickets are only $18.  Howard Richman, a very funny caller, will call with the 

theme, “Square Dancing through the Ages”. This event is in northern NJ, and is easily accessible from Connecticut or New 

York State.  Questions:  201-745 –5698. 

 

NJ:   Busy B’s in   Brooklawn , in Southern NJ is dancing on Wednesday nights with a variety of callers from all over the 

USA.  They are known for the solo dance rotation system.  Their website is:  busybssquares.weebly.com   Phone:   

609-992-3248. 

 

NJ:  Sunday, Nov. 10 is the date for the annual Northern New Jersey MINI-FESTIVAL, from 1- 6:30 pm. Callers include Jet 

Roberts (CA), Bill Harrison (MD) and Red Bates (ME/FL).  Cuers will be Tom Dennison and Ellen McCabe (PA).  Location 

is TBA, but is probably Randolph High School, just minutes from I-80, or I-287.  For updates go to: 

minifestival.info@nnjsda.org, or call  908-566-7580.  Ribbons are $15 in advance, or $20 at the door. 

 

NY/NJ:  The Times Squares will have their annual Peel the Pumpkin November 1-3 at the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel in Fort 

Lee, NJ.  MS through C2 will be called by Tom Miller(PA), Bill Harrison (MD) and Betsy Gotta ( NJ).  It is always a wild 

and crazy weekend with an (optional) costume party on Saturday night, and midnight swims for those who want to indulge.  

timessquares.nyc/ptp 

 

PA:  Camp Hill (Harrisburg) will be the site of the Inaugural Pennsylvania Fabulous Fall Festival. On Sept. 26 – 29.  

National callers are Ted Lizotte (NH), Jimmy Roberson, and Gary Shoemaker. Local PA callers joining them will be Bob 

Engel, Dayle Hodge, Dan Koft, Art LaVigne, and Doren McBroom.  Cuers will include Debbie Elser, Chris Jopek, Kathy 

Koft, and Amy Shotting. The event will be at the Radission Hotel,  Harrisburg.  Camper and RV parking available.           

pafabfalfest.com 

 

Helen Jacobson, Regional Director 
   

 

HELP WANTED!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

NORTH WEST, NORTH CENTRAL WEST AND SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL DIRECTORS 

A cry goes out – WE NEED YOU!!  WE WANT YOU TO JOIN US!!  Why don’t you call us and volunteer for 

one of the following vacancies.  We have three regions that need representatives.  SSDUSA has divided up the 

U.S. into regions and have assigned representatives to provide a voice for singles throughout the U.S.  We 

currently have three Regions that have no representation.  Won’t you consider representing your regional area if 

you live in any of the states in the following Regions?  The Regions that have no representation currently on our 

Board are: 

North Central West Region – consists of the following states:  Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, South 

Dakota, Wisconsin, Upper Michigan and Canada 

South Central Region – consists of the following states:  Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Oklahoma and 

Texas 

North West Region – consists of the following states:  Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado, and 

Alaska 

Wouldn’t you like to volunteer for one of these positions?  Please contact the following person to find out more 

information: 

Velma Doyle, President 614-837-6974 email: velmadoyle@sbcglobal.net.  
 

 

mailto:minifestival.info@nnjsda.org
mailto:velmadoyle@sbcglobal.net




 





 
 
 
 
 

 

  SSDUSA Club Membership Application   

Name of club:   

Number of members:   

Contact Name:   

Address:   

City:   

State:   Zip:   

Phone:   Email:   

Club Website:   

Annual Dues: $10 per year for clubs up to 50 members (1 club delegate)   

$15 per year for clubs with 51-100 members (2 club delegates)   

$20 per year for clubs with 101 or more members (3 club delegates)   

Delegate names:   

Please check one: New membership ______ Renewal _____   

If renewal and address has changed, please include old address.   

Make checks payable to SSDUSA,   
Mail to:  Ailene Picheco, 345 Hula Circle, Merritt Island, FL 32952  
Phone:  321-652-0680   
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SSDUSA Individual Membership Application   

 Name:   

 Address:   

 City:   

 State:    Zip:   

 Phone:    Email:   

 Annual Dues $6.00     

 Membership Badge $7.00  (Plus $4.00 for shipping and handling) 

 Make checks payable to SSDUSA, Mail to: Ailene Picheco, 345 Hula Circle, Merritt Island, FL 32952 

 Phone:  321-652-0680   

 

 


